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Abstract
This glossary defines the canonical terms of the Alignment Theory AI research program. Each term is intended to
support research, implementation, evaluation, and enterprise communication. The glossary is not decorative; it
stabilizes the vocabulary needed to build detectors, compare outputs, and explain drift to non-research stakeholders.

Term definitions

Objective center
The active purpose or function the AI system is supposed to serve in a given context. It is the standard against which
output fit is judged.

Implementation relevance: Objective center should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Source profile
The company- or domain-specific definition of intended behavior, non-negotiables, role boundaries, and escalation
rules.

Implementation relevance: Source profile should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Constraint layer
The safety and policy layer that determines what the system may not do.

Implementation relevance: Constraint layer should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Realignment layer
The layer that inspects allowed outputs for off-center behavior and routes correction.

Implementation relevance: Realignment layer should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Behavioral drift
Recurring movement away from intended behavior over time.

Implementation relevance: Behavioral drift should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Wrong object
A response that performs a neighboring task rather than the requested operation.

Implementation relevance: Wrong object should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge prompts,
correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

False authority
Unsupported certainty, diagnostic inflation, moral force, or role inflation beyond the evidence.
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Implementation relevance: False authority should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Pseudo-selfhood
Language that implies inner life, awakening, attachment, or mutual-being outside bounded tool status.

Implementation relevance: Pseudo-selfhood should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Dead obedience
Rule-compliant but hollow output that loses useful fulfillment.

Implementation relevance: Dead obedience should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Pseudo-freedom
Fluid, abstract, relational, or profound language that is weakly grounded and overly elastic.

Implementation relevance: Pseudo-freedom should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Generic filler
Reusable broad language that substitutes for task-specific work.

Implementation relevance: Generic filler should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge prompts,
correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Participation collapse
The system replaces user judgment instead of supporting reflection and decision participation.

Implementation relevance: Participation collapse should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Metric drift
Optimization for tone, closure, engagement, or polish at the expense of truth and object-fit.

Implementation relevance: Metric drift should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge prompts,
correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

External re-entry
Human review and intervention when drift cannot be safely resolved from inside the system.

Implementation relevance: External re-entry should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Re-anchoring
Modification of prompt, policy, model configuration, source profile, or eval set to restore objective fit.

Implementation relevance: Re-anchoring should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge prompts,
correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.
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Feature extraction
The process of parsing input and candidate output into detector-relevant signals.

Implementation relevance: Feature extraction should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

ParsedInput
Structured representation of user operation, topic, constraints, output type, risk, and ambiguity.

Implementation relevance: ParsedInput should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge prompts,
correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

ParsedCandidate
Structured representation of what the candidate actually did, including operation, output type, markers, abstraction,
and grounding.

Implementation relevance: ParsedCandidate should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Judge model
A narrow evaluator used in uncertainty bands to answer one bounded detector question.

Implementation relevance: Judge model should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge prompts,
correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Judge circularity
The risk that a secondary judge model shares the same drift as the generator it evaluates.

Implementation relevance: Judge circularity should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Correction mode
The intervention category selected after drift detection: rewrite, reroute, restart, downgrade confidence, or clarify.

Implementation relevance: Correction mode should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Dangerous coherence
High coordination around a distorted objective.

Implementation relevance: Dangerous coherence should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Scalable misalignment
A misalignment pattern that becomes stronger as coordination, capability, or scale increases.

Implementation relevance: Scalable misalignment should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Reality substitution
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When representation, narrative, benchmark, or model output replaces contact with the underlying object.

Implementation relevance: Reality substitution should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Creator alignment
The principle that downstream systems inherit distortions from the incentives and objective hierarchy of their builders.

Implementation relevance: Creator alignment should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Universal drift metric
A reusable metric for structural drift that can apply across different company-specific source profiles.

Implementation relevance: Universal drift metric should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Evidence string
A short human-readable reason tied to an extracted feature or candidate-output mismatch.

Implementation relevance: Evidence string should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Confidence calibration
The process of comparing detector or judge confidence against human-reviewed correctness.

Implementation relevance: Confidence calibration should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.

Severity order
The ranking rule that prevents low-level filler from outranking more serious structural drift.

Implementation relevance: Severity order should be mapped either to objective state, detector features, judge
prompts, correction routing, or reporting language depending on its role in the pipeline.
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